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Before leaving office last year, Atlanta City Councilman Alex 
Wan donated a portion of his remaining City Council budget to 
Druid Hills Civic Association for enhancing the safety of residents 
that he represented for many years.  

To that end, DHCA has partnered with Flock Safety, an At-
lanta-based company, to deploy outdoor cameras at key ingress 
points in Division 1. These cameras will track cars and read license 
plates. They are not all-purpose cameras. License plate informa-
tion is the number one piece of evidence police request in the case 
of criminal activity like home and car break-ins.  To learn more go 
to www.flocksafety.com 

The cameras were installed the week of August 20, 2018 at 
eleven locations in Division 1.  The cost of a two-year lease on 
eight of the cameras is being covered with the funds Councilman 
Wan donated. Three additional cameras are being provided for six 
months courtesy of Flock Safety.  

The cameras are solar and battery-powered, motion-activated, 
and record footage whenever motion is detected.  In addition, 
Flock’s upcoming integration with the Atlanta Police Depart-
ment’s “Hot List” will alert police whenever a wanted vehicle (i.e. 
stolen, involved in a recent crime, etc.) enters your neighborhood. 
Data is stored in the Cloud and will be available for 30 days.  

Residents of Division 1, who are involved in the pilot program, 
have been instructed to follow these procedures: 

If/when an incident occurs at your residence, the first thing 
you MUST do is call 911 Emergency (or 311 for Non-Emer-
gency in City of Atlanta). Data is not available for any oth-
er purpose than solving crimes and apprehending criminals! 

Security Camera Pilot in Place
By Anne Wallace

Continued on page 6

Bring your family to Dellwood Park for a Sunday afternoon Pic-
nic!  There will be games for everyone, music, food tastings from area 
restaurants, a Volleyball Team Challenge (if you want to put together 
a team, please email president@druidhills.org), tour of the Cator 
Woolford Gardens at 3:30 pm, ice cream treats courtesy of DHCA 
celebrating our 80th Anniversary!  Just be sure to register so we’ll 
know you are coming!

At the 2017 picnic, DHCA Board member Steven Misner with daughter 
Merritt Weddie and her children Claire, James and Katharane.  
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Greetings from the President
By Anne H. Wallace

As President of Druid Hills Civic Associa-
tion since 2016, I have the privilege of work-
ing with many neighbors who serve on the 
DHCA Board of Directors and others who 
produce the annual Druid Hills Tour of 
Homes and Gardens.  Beyond that, I have 
discovered this neighborhood of almost 
4,000 residences is rich with talented, gener-
ous and knowledgeable individuals who con-
tribute as VOLUNTEERS.  It never ceases 
to amaze me that whatever project, issue, or 
question arises, there is someone with exper-
tise to advise or consult with me, the appro-
priate committee, or the full Board.  We have 
only to ask and neighbors graciously step up 
to lend their talent and professional training 
to help make Druid Hills a great place to live!  

I’d like to acknowledge some of the accom-
plishments over the past three years that can 
be credited to people willing to get involved, 
to pitch in, and to say “Yes” when asked to 
volunteer! 

In 2016, volunteers formed a commit-
tee to achieve National Wildlife Federation 
Community Habitat certification. With our 
designation as a Historic District on the 

National Register of Historic Places, Druid 
Hills continues with its original vision and 
tradition of providing habitat for wildlife in 
a lively urban setting.  

Led by DHCA Transportation Commit-
tee Co-Chair Van Biesel, a new program 
called Walk Druid Hills takes neighbors on 
a monthly Saturday morning walk series 
through our neighborhood parks. As a re-
sult of the program, we now have available a 
wonderful printed map for self-guided walks. 

Over the past four years, DHCA has part-
nered with Trees Atlanta to participate in 
their NeighborWoods program.  Chris Liggett, 
a Board member retired from the U.S. For-
estry Service, has coordinated this endeavor 
to restore and maintain tree canopy by of-
fering residents an opportunity to have trees 
planted each fall by Trees Atlanta and neigh-
borhood volunteers. DHCA has made a fi-
nancial contribution for the purchase of over 
250 trees.

Heaton Park was restored recently with 
work days that included Boy Scout & neigh-
bor participation led by DHCA Division 9 
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Class of 2019
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Alida Silverman
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Class of 2020
Rob Benfield
Kit Eisterhold
John Giegerich
Jan Jones
Chris Liggett
Sue Sullivan
Leon Van Gelderen

Continued on page 7
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Georgia House District 83 has 
a new representative, and she’s 
well known in Druid Hills. Becky 
Evans is a 26-year Druid Hills 
resident who, along with husband 
David, raised the couple’s three 
(now grown) children and has 
served on the DHCA Board since 
2007. She will take her seat in the 
2019 state legislative session after 
winning the May election. 

Her victory was no small feat, 
considering she was running 
against a fellow Democrat (How-
ard Mosby) who had held the seat 
since 2002.  More, the majority of the geographically long and nar-
row and socio-economically diverse district which stretches north 
from portions of Druid Hills to sections of south Decatur outside of 
I-285, has a large African-American population which did not know 
her.  

So what was it that drew Evans to this challenge?  Becky had first-
hand experiences with local politics, first as re-election campaign co-
ordinator for DeKalb Commissioner Kathie Gannon in 2012 and 
later advising State Senator Elena Parent on local issues for three 
years.  In that capacity Becky attended DeKalb County House del-
egation meetings, which she described as “very dysfunctional” and 
frustrating because so little was accomplished. The presidential elec-
tion in 2016 motivated her to become increasingly active, includ-
ing attending the Women’s March on Washington in January 2017. 
She began to feel like she could take on more, and when someone 
suggested that Mosby be challenged, Becky did her research and at-
tended leadership trainings and began to think:  Why not me?  

“It was a very personal decision to run, and I took it seriously,” said 
Evans.  “I had to get comfortable being uncomfortable, but I didn’t 
have anything to lose.  I figured you never know unless you try.”

Having made her decision, she knew she had her work cut out for 
her. She assembled an enthusiastic team of volunteers and advisors.  
Then she put on her walking shoes and set out to introduce herself 
to the district.  

Born and raised in Dallas, Texas, Becky’s father was a Methodist 
minister and social justice activist. Her dad was deeply involved in 
working for economic equity for African Americans in their commu-
nity, she said, and Becky attended church with him.  “My father and 
those experiences were a real inspiration to me,” she says.

Evans has gone on church missions to Nicaragua and Guatemala.  
After the earthquake in Haiti, Evans’ church group partnered with 
an agricultural cooperative.  As a result of their efforts, they built a 
school that serves 172 children. Now they are working with the local 
Haitians to make it sustainable in the community.    

Out of her 18 years volunteering for public schools, one of the 

community projects of which Evans is most proud is her role in co-
founding the nonprofit Druid Hills High School Athletic Associa-
tion.  DHAA provides funding so that all athletes have the opportu-
nity to play sports, regardless of income or zip code. The organization 
recently celebrated its 10-year anniversary.  

Evans says that her years of involvement with community organi-
zations such as DHCA and Emory Village Alliance have given her 
invaluable experience with board governance and a greater under-
standing of how to get things done. 

“I appreciate and value my experience with DHCA,” said Evans. “I 
also learned you can’t please all the people all the time, and you have 
to make peace with that.”

Evans’ vision “is for all of the neighborhoods in our community 
to be healthy, prosperous and thriving.”  She campaigned on issues 
such as fully funding education at the state level, increasing teacher 
pay, and adjusting the state funding formula to follow disadvantaged 
students, and to increase economic mobility and higher wages and 
work to end the income gap in Metro Atlanta. She won the election 
with 65 percent of the whole district, including sizeable percentages 
in areas where she was not previously known. “I feel very humbled 
by that,” said Evans. “I feel like those statistics affirm that people are 
ready for change and that people are willing to support someone who 
looks different from them.”

While she knows that much of her work in the legislature will de-
pend on which committees she serves on, Evans hopes she’ll be able 
to focus on her campaign issues as well as promoting safe neighbor-
hoods. She would also like to be known as a green energy champion 
and advocate for changes in the juvenile justice system “so kids have 
a chance to turn their lives around.” 

Above all, Evans says she intends to be “accountable and transpar-
ent” and hopes to improve communications with her constituents. 
For more information or be added to her email newsletter, contact 
becky@beckyevans.com or visit beckyevans.com.

Druid Hills Luminary: Representative Becky Evans 
By Fran Putney
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The weather couldn’t have been better for a terrific turnout of patriots for the annual Druid Hills 4th of July Parade. Young and old 
dressed in their red, white and blue gathered at the corner of Oakdale and The Byway for this spirited neighborhood tradition.  They 
paraded the route on foot, in strollers or wagons, on bicycles, scooters or in vintage automobiles. Special thanks to all participants, in-
cluding our one-of-a-kind marching band and Boy Scout troop 18, along with the volunteers who organized our 2018 Independence 
Day parade event.  See you next year!

Patriotic Celebration

Photo credit:   
Kelly Jordan   

Photo credit:   
Kelly Jordan   
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Security Camera Pilot Program In Place   ...continued from cover

 
For DHCA reference on a data request, you 
will need to get the Police Report number that 
is created as a result of your call to 911. Next: 
Call, or email, your Druid Hills Flock Safety 
representative to request the camera footage for 
the date/time period that may be of assistance 
to the police in the apprehension of people 
involved in the incident at your home. Infor-
mation that you will be required to provide 
when requesting data will include: your name, 
address, phone, email, and any other contact 
information; Police Report number and date 
filed; Date and time frame the incident took 
place.

Druid Hills’ Flock Safety representative will 
access the data and forward to APD or home-
owner. 

If the police do not file an official report as a 
result of your call, but you believe a crime has 
been committed and wish to request the camera footage, please give 

all the information to your Flock Safety Rep-
resentative and request a waiver from DHCA 
Executive Committee that the information be 
provided to you personally.

Flock Safety is launching a new feature 
called the SafeList that allows residents to reg-
ister vehicles with the service. In the event of a 
crime, footage can be accessed and shared with 
the police. If a neighbor’s license plate is on the 
SafeList, any footage of their vehicle will be 
marked as “resident.”  This is just one of many 
new benefits Flock hopes to provide for Druid 
Hills over the next few months with this safety 
initiative. Division 1 residents may register at 
flocksafety.com/druidhills.  

DHCA is pleased to administer this Pilot 
Project to reduce street crimes and other un-
wanted invasion and activity on our private 
properties.  For more information, contact 
president@dhca.org or hello@flocksafety.com. 



The Druid Hills NewsSeptember 2018 7

President’s Column ...continued from page 3

Chair Steven Misner.  Druid Hills has many “Pocket Parks” that are 
meant to be enjoyed by residents and their guests.  Some are lovingly 
maintained with annual workdays organized by neighbors.  Others 
are in decline and ignored.  DHCA is willing to contribute funds 
if a group of residents will organize clean-up and work-days.  Please 
contact your DHCA Division Chair.

The Lullwater Conservation Garden is owned and maintained by 
the Lullwater Garden Club.  The Garden was awarded a national 
honor of “Old Growth Forest” on April 25, 2017 with a speech and 
reception at Emory University. The property is lovingly maintained 
by Club members who are residents of Druid Hills.

Two volunteer organizations - DHCA and OLPA - partnered to 
host the 1st Annual Picnic in the Park on a lovely fall Sunday after-
noon in 2017.  Over 350 neighbors came to Dellwood Park to enjoy 
music, games, and see old friends.  Plans are underway for an even 
better event on September 23, 2018.  The Ice Cream Truck will be 
giving away free ice cream treats courtesy of Druid Hills Civic As-
sociation in celebration of our 80th Anniversary!  There will be music, 
a volleyball team challenge (let me know if you have a group that 
would like to participate!), lots of games for all ages, a tour of the 
Cator Woolford Gardens at the Frazer Center, food samples from 
area restaurants, and lots more!  Mark your calendar and make your 
reservations at www.druidhills.org/events. 

Even on the business side, we get advice and help from volunteer 
professionals. As an 80-year-old organization, DHCA is aware that 
we must stay current and our governance must reflect the times in 
which we live.  In June we held a Board Education Session where 
we enlightened Directors on the functions and status of major com-
mittees such as Finance and Land Use.  This year we plan to adopt a 
Board Code of Conduct and a DHCA Process for proposals that come 
before the Board requesting a public statement or Resolution.  The 
Board has been ably advised by Phil Moise who served as Chair of our 
Governance Committee.

Volunteers are needed for a big project to clean up and restore the 
“Twittens”! DHCA will plan, organize, and direct what needs to be 
done, but we’ll need lots of hands-on helpers to accomplish this task. 
We will start this fall with the group of Twittens that connect Spring-
dale/Oxford/Oakdale.  The idea is to continue until all the ByWalks/
Maids’ Walks/Twittens in the university streets and Emory Grove are 
restored as well.  If you know of Scout troops, fraternal organizations, 
garden clubs, or any other groups looking for community service 
projects, please let me know:  president@druidhills.org 

 As President of DHCA, I want to publicly say THANK YOU to 
all the VOLUNTEERS who make Druid Hills a neighborhood to be 
proud of!
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Redevelopment of 1609 South Ponce de Leon Avenue from a 
single family into a multi-family property received two Certificates 
of Appropriateness (COAs) from the Atlanta Urban Design Com-
mission in August, 2017 and May, 2018 respectively. The property is 
located next to Jackson Hill Baptist Church/”Pinebloom” just east of 
Lullwater Creek and Freedom Park East.

The first COA approved division of the 1922 Smith & Pringle 
home into two condominium units as well as expansion of the car-
riage house as two guest suites.  No external features of the house or 
property were to be altered except for a new shed dormer on the rear 
façade.  The front of the lot remains the same in appearance:  classic 
Druid Hills.

The first COA separated for another hearing the then-proposed 
addition of six “cottages” (almost 4500 square feet) and their garages 
around a motor court in the rear of the lot to be served by a new 
driveway accessed from Clifton Terrace.  In addition, a separate COA 
application for a variance to reduce the setback from 168 feet to 35 
feet from Clifton Terrace was denied.  The Commission adopted the 
staff recommendation for denial because all four requirements for a 
variance had not been met.

The second COA approved an amended proposal:  four “cottages” 
and parking arbors in a different configuration, though architectural 
features were to be altered in order to look more like appropriate 
secondary structures to the main house.  A “native garden” in the rear 
yard was included to further that rear yard goal.  This time a variance 
for a 100-foot setback was recommended and approved.

The Landmark District Preservation Committee held several on-
site visits in the course of this redevelopment’s application process.  
Per its mission, the Committee’s focus was on upholding the Druid 
Hills Landmark District ordinance.  The Committee supported the 
staff’s recommendations on the first (revised) COA application.  (Ini-
tially, the application proposed enclosing the porte-cochere and rout-
ing the driveway around to the rear.  This destruction of the historic 
circulation system could not be supported.). 

The Committee could not support the second COA application be-
cause the historic circulation system was being altered in an inappro-
priate, incompatible manner.  No Druid Hills lots in the Landmark 
District have a driveway from the rear serving homes.  The effect was 
one of a de facto cul-de-sac subdivision dividing the lot cross-wise.  
Only an extended walkway from the rear of the main house connects 
to the rear.  However, the staff report made no mention of the drive-
way from the rear.  All three multi-family redevelopments granted 
COAs have maintained the historic circulation system:  Paradiso, The 
Adair Estate, and 1200 Ponce.  The Committee continued to oppose 
the variance application even at the revised 100 feet.

Adjacent neighbors opposed both applications and had an attor-
ney speak for them at the May hearing in addition to a neighbor-
spokesperson.  Per LDPC practice, adjacent neighbors are included 
in on-site visits.

Note:  Ponce de Leon Avenue – north side and South Ponce – has 
a wider range of uses than the “side streets” of Fairview, Springdale, 
Oakdale, and Lullwater Roads and Lullwater Parkway. There was a 
trade-off at the time of development of the Druid Hills ordinance in 
order to keep the so-called side streets single-family only.  North side 
of Ponce lots are wider and often larger, and beginning after World 
War II the area experienced decline.  The ordinance clearly protects 
the layout, spatial relationships, and environmental character of the 
Olmsted design, but provides for other-than residential uses within a 
framework of density controls.

1609 S. Ponce Re-Development 
By Alida C. Silverman for the Landmark District Preservation Committee

Patillo Woolford House, Photo credit:  Compliments of Dr. Robert M.  
Craig from his book The Architecture of Francis Palmer Smith. 
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The Druid Hills Civic Association has reactivated the Neighbor-
hood Watch program and is currently soliciting Neighborhood 
Watch Street Captains. 

The National Neighborhood Watch, a division of the National 
Sheriffs’ Association, offers the following description of this much-
proven crime prevention program on their website.

“Since its beginnings, Neighborhood Watch has grown from an 
extra ‘eyes and ears’ approach to crime prevention to a much more 
proactive, community-oriented endeavor providing a unique infra-
structure that brings together local officials, law enforcement, and 
citizens for the protection of their communities. Law enforcement 
has uncovered an important reality: the communities in which cit-
izens have observed and reported suspicious activity have enjoyed 
lower crime rates.”

The duties of a Neighborhood Watch Street Captains are: 1) to 
maintain a contact list for every house on their street. The list is 
shared only with others on the street list and only used for the pur-
pose of Neighborhood Watch: 2) to forward email alerts and crime 
prevention tips from the Neighborhood Watch Coordinator to their 
list. Street captains are communicators only. If a crime does occur, 
the victim calls the police and notifies their street captain (who will 
contact the other residents on the street as well as the Neighborhood 
Watch Coordinator). 

The Neighborhood Watch Coordinators send out crime reports 
about every two weeks to their street captains. These reports are me-
ticulously compiled by our Coordinators, using crimemapping.com. 
The DeKalb County Police verify the reports and add descriptions. 
(Note, currently Atlanta’s crime reporting system is down.) These 
crime reports not only help our community to remain vigilant, but 
pinpoint streets that might be experiencing an increase in crime, es-
pecially car break-ins, our top crime problem. “If you leave it, they’ll 
retrieve it”.  

To become a Neighborhood Watch Street Captain, you don’t have 
to belong to the DHCA or the Druid Hills Patrol. However, mem-
bership in both organizations helps to protect our great community. 

We currently have Street Captains for 21 streets and condo com-
munities.  

So please consider becoming a Neighborhood Watch Street Cap-
tain. Contact us and we’ll help you get started. Let’s all have the peace 
of mind that neighbors are watching out for each other. 

Contact information: Neighborhood Watch Coordinators, Ellen 
Meshnick (Dekalb) and Jennifer Moore (City of Atlanta), neighbor-
hoodwatch@druidhills.org. Public Safety Committee, Thea Roeser, 
publicsafety@druidhills.org

Neighborhood Watch Program 
By Thea Roeser

org
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When Jim Waits was a teenager, he wanted to 
attend Georgia Tech and become an architect.  
His life took a different turn, but he still be-
came one of several architects who helped shape 
the Candler School of Theology at Emory. 

Born in Ellisville, Miss. in 1935, Jim was 
active in the Methodist Church and its youth 
groups growing up.  One week in 1957, Jim’s 
youth group decided to meet with a similar 
organization at a black church in Hattiesburg, 
Miss.  At this meeting, Jim answered the call for 
full-time Christian service as a minister. 

 “When word got out about what had hap-
pened,” Jim recalled, “my home church called 
a meeting to ‘discuss things because white kids 
had gone to a black church’.”  As a result of this 
experience, Jim began to think about racial inclusiveness—which 
did not exist in the churches of his home state.  So instead of 
Tech, he attended Millsaps College, a small Methodist college in 
Jackson, Miss. followed by Yale University in 1961 and University 
of Chicago in 1967.  He decided to return to Mississippi to begin 
his ministry because of the racial issues facing his state.

James Waits accepted a job as Director of Youth Work for the 
Methodist Conference in Mississippi in 1961, and a young wom-
an sitting across from him at his office was the editor of Quest, a 
publication for Mississippi Methodist youth.  Thus did Jim meet 
his future wife, Fentress, and the couple married in 1965. 

Jim’s next move was to Epworth Methodist Church in Biloxi, 
Miss. Moved by James Meredith’s struggles to enter the Univer-
sity of Mississippi, James helped draft “The Born of Convictions 
Statement,” a document denouncing the inequality of segregated 
schools in Mississippi and signed by 28 young Methodist preach-
ers. The first sentence of this document reads as follows:  “Con-
fronted with the grave crises precipitated by racial discord within 
our state in recent months, and the genuine dilemma facing per-
sons of Christian conscience, we are compelled to voice publicly 
our convictions.”

The document was published in both the Mississippi Methodist 
Advocate newspaper and the New York Times where it achieved 
nationwide attention.  The signers experienced backlash by some 
Mississippi racists. Aside from rude remarks, Jim did not have 
rocks thrown at his home or receive threats, but some of the 28 
signers left Mississippi because of the ugliness they endured.  In a 
fascinating history about the courage of these individuals, Joseph 
T. Reiff, a professor and chair of the department of Emory and 
Henry College meticulously researched and wrote about the Born 
of Conviction document in his book Born of Conviction:  White 
Methodists and Mississippi’s Closed Society (2015, Oxford Uni-
versity Press).  

When Dr. Laney was named President of Em-
ory University, Jim was appointed the sixth ever 
Dean of Candler School of Theology, where 
he served for 13 years.  Waits also became in-
volved in the accreditation of theology schools 
throughout the United States.  When he retired 
as Dean, Waits became Executive Director of 
the Association of Theological Schools.

While Dean of Candler, Waits made signifi-
cant contributions.  He supported diversity in 
theological education; advocated for the rights 
of minorities and women; appointed the first 
woman faculty member to a tenure-track posi-
tion, and he increased diversity in both the fac-
ulty and student body.  He realized the construc-
tion of Cannon Chapel on the Emory Campus, 
which was dedicated in 1981.  Inside the new 

chapel, creative worship, dance, and concerts were presented, thus 
setting the stage for Cannon’s future as a place for innovative and 
cutting edge worship and performances.  Jim actively recruited 
dynamic and inventive faculty for Candler and renewed a schol-
arship fund originally founded by Dr. Benjamin Mays in order 
to attract minority students and women.  He pursued rigorous 
development plans to acquire donations for Candler.   During this 
period, Waits also served as the founding director of the Carter 
Center for two years.

Throughout his professional career, his wife, Fentress, stood by 
his side and supported him.  But she did far more than that, ac-
cording to Jim Waits.  “I was stimulated and challenged by Fen-
tress Waits,” said Jim.  He related a story about when the couple 
first came to DeKalb County and Fentress went to register to vote.  
“They would register her as Mrs. James L. Waits, but not as Fen-
tress Waits,” he said with a smile.  “Fentress was wearing a red 
dress, and when she heard she could not register under her own 
name, her face turned as red as that dress!”  But Fentress Waits 
stood her ground.  With help from the League of Women Voters 
and other groups, she was finally allowed to register as herself. 
“My support for feminism stems from this event,” said Jim.  Jim 
and Fentress have been married for 53 years and are parents to Jon 
Waits and Anita Akella, and Lauren Waits and Art Gambrill, and 
the grandparents of grandsons Harper, 19 and Crispin, 17 and 
Granddaughter Amelia, 13.

Jim has not really retired.  The couple continues their work 
throughout the world, works with Habitat for Humanity, and 
both have served on the OLPA board—just to name a few things 
this remarkable couple has accomplished.   

One wonders what Candler School of Theology might be like 
today without the guidance, leadership and architecture of Dean 
James Waits—and of course his wife Fentress—both Druid Hills 
Luminaries.

Druid Hills Luminaries:  Rev. Dr. James L. Waits and Fentress Waits
By Jennifer J. Richardson

George and Fentress Waits
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Druid Hills, Emory, Candler Park and Lake Claire are filled with 
the magnificent structures used for mainline Protestant Christian 
worship.  Today, many of the buildings remain, but the congregations 
have vanished and their buildings have been re-purposed. 

Emory Baptist Church on North Decatur road was purchased by 
Emory University for a music studio and performance space after the 
congregation there merged with other Baptists and sold the prop-
erty.   Lake Claire Baptist on McLendon Avenue was closed, sold, and 
turned into condominiums.  

Druid Hills Baptist Church facing Ponce de Leon was once the 
largest Baptist congregation in the Alliance of Baptists (now Southern 
Baptist Mission Board) and was home to “Mr. Baptist” pastor Louis 
Newton.  Newton was a charismatic leader and writer; the church 
had a thriving music program; and in the early days famous gospel 
singer Hovie Lister was a regular performer.  This church, founded in 
1914 and designed by Edward Dougherty, sold property to its south 
for condominiums and has become “The Church at Ponce and High-
land” affiliated with the Alliance of Baptists.  

Jackson Hill Baptist Church, located on the Pinebloom Estate on 
South Ponce de Leon was established in 1895 and moved to its cur-
rent location in the late 1950s.  The property was donated to the 
Georgia Baptist Mission Board around 20 years ago.  There are fewer 
than 25 members of Jackson Hill and the property is in the process 
of being sold and turned into condominiums and a residential com-
munity in the rear of the church.  Though in North Decatur, the 
Scott Boulevard Baptist Church, once an icon at the corner of North 
Decatur Road and Scott Boulevard, has been demolished and “The 
Point on Scott” condominiums replace it.  Apparently Druid Hills 
Presbyterian church has also suffered a decline in membership, ac-
cording to a source there.

Druid Hills United Methodist Church moved to the corner of Bri-
arcliff and Ponce de Leon in the 1950s.  The church was founded 
more than 100 years ago.   Because of a reduction in membership and 
an inability to fully maintain such large buildings, the church merged 
with Epworth United Methodist on McLendon in Candler Park two 
years ago.  The church buildings and property have been sold to a 
company called Minerva, and the buildings, including the sanctu-
ary designed by architects Ivey & Crook, will be repurposed into 
condominiums.   Epworth Church, with whom Druid Hills merged, 
was also experiencing a decline in membership and struggled with 
maintaining its physical plant.  Now re-named “The Community 
Church,” it’s still affiliated with the United Methodist Church and is 
meeting for worship at Mary Lin School while its buildings are being 
renovated.

I asked Rev. Dr. James Waits, Retired Dean of Candler School of 
Theology, what was going on.

“We’ve had a general loss of church membership in this country 
in the last twenty or so years,” he said.  “A number of churches have 
failed, and we’re seeing a decline in church affiliation.  There has been 
a general and definite change in religious life.  For awhile evangelicals 

survived this decline.  But due to the secularization in the country, 
and of church and religious life, now even the Evangelicals are declin-
ing.”    

But, why?   That ‘why’ is still being studied.   Waits points to a 2016 
article  by the Pew Charitable Trust titled, “The Factors Driving the 
Growth of Religious ‘Nones’ in the U.S. “ ‘Nones’ are persons who 
are not affiliated with a denomination and have a decline of interest 
in religion and commitment to its structures,” according to  Waits.  
“You often hear people say they are spiritual but not religious,” added 
Waits.  “What this means,” he continued.  “Is that secularity and 
secular values have displaced religious values and that has had its ef-
fect on institutional religious groups.  All mainline denominations 
have declined.”   What is the future of Christianity?  “The biggest 
growth in church membership and Christian belief is coming from 
Africa right now,” said Waits.

For more information on this subject, you can do a search on the 
Religious Landscape Survey published by the Pew Charitable Trust, 
or click on the link below to read about ‘Nones’.

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/09/14/the-factors-
driving-the-growth-of-religious-nones-in-the-u-s/ 

Disappearing Protestant Churches in Druid Hills/Emory Area
By Jennifer J. Richardson
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Saturday, October 13 -  10:00 am

Talk in the Park 

Please join Jennie 
Richardson for the 
“Talk in the Park” Series 
on Saturday, October 
13 at 10:00 am. A Talk 
in the Park is a guided 
tour of the fi rst four seg-
ments of Olmsted Linear Park: Springdale, Virgilee, Oak Grove 
and Shady Side and includes history of Olmsted’s work, develop-
ment of the park and Druid Hills, stories of the prominent families 
that lived along the park, founding of the Olmsted Parks Society 
of Atlanta and the Olmsted Linear Park Alliance, history of the 
“Presidential Parkway” expressway and some fl ora and fauna. 

Th e tour will begin at the corner of South Ponce de Leon Av-
enue and Springdale Road. Wear seasonal clothing and sensible 
shoes for walking. Bring optional items such as water, snacks, sun-
screen, insect repellant, camera, wildfl ower or tree guides.  Th e 

leader will have a fi rst aid kit and cell phone for emergencies. If you 
bring your personal electronic devices, please mute them or turn 
them off . Tours will be rescheduled in case of rain or inclement 
weather. RSVP at atlantaolmstedpark@gmail.com

Saturday, October 20  - 9:00 am

Master Naturalist and Director of EcoAddendum, Kaythrn 
Kolb will lead a tour through Deepdene. For more information 
visit: http://www.ecoaddendum.org/event/autumn-forest-walk-at-
deepdene/ RSVP at atlantaolmstedpark@gmail.com

Upcoming Events at the Olmsted Linear Park

sAVe The DATe!
Party for the Park on Ponce Gala Benefi t Celebrates 
15 Years; Sunday, February 24 at 6:30 pm, Fernbank 
Museum of Natural History.  Help us celebrate the 

beautiful Olmsted Linear Park!

Save the Date: 6th Annual Open Streets Emory Village  

Sunday, October 28, 2 to 6pm 

Walk, bike, or roll into Emory Village for family friendly, car-
free fun!   Halloween parade, dog costume contest, local entertain-
ment, puppet factory, climbing wall, circus performers and more!  
Mark your calendars now to be in Emory Village Sunday, October 
28 from 2 until 6pm!  

Interested in helping plan, sponsor, Or provide an activity?  
Please contact us:   Shane Mixon, shane@saba-restaurant.com, 
(770-906-0070) or Becky Evans, becky@beckyevans.com (678-
613-8942).

Emory Village
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Thanks to the beautiful landscape design of the Druid Hills neigh-
borhood along the Ponce de Leon corridor, many people drive right 
by the Frazer Center without even realizing it, thus its reputation as 
a “hidden gem.” Now approaching its 70th anniversary, the Frazer 
Center is a non-profit that fosters inclusive communities for children 
and adults with and without disabilities. Its 39-acre campus, just off 
of South Ponce, includes the historic Cator Woolford Gardens, a so-
cial enterprise for Frazer that has been the site of countless weddings 
and events over the years. The remainder of the acreage is filled by 
an old-growth forest with a creek and walking trails that connect the 
Olmsted Linear Park (Dellwood section) to the Lake Claire neigh-
borhood.

Frazer Forest is maintained by the Frazer Center, but since the 
Frazer Forest receives no city or county funding, Frazer Center de-
pends on community partnerships for forestry maintenance. One 
such partnership is with Trees Atlanta, a nationally-recognized non-
profit that protects and improves Atlanta’s urban forest by planting, 
conserving and educating. Frazer and Trees Atlanta are now entering 
the final phase of a 3-year forest restoration project. Frazer Center 
CEO Paige McKay Kubik says, “Frazer Center’s expertise is inclusion 
for people with disabilities, not forestry. That’s why we’re so thrilled 
and grateful to partner with Trees Atlanta to build a plan and a cadre 
of volunteers to preserve the wonderful Frazer Forest.”

The Friends of Frazer Forest is a volunteer group comprised mostly 
of neighbors who enjoy the forest and are dedicated to becoming 
stewards of the land. Trees Atlanta staff gather with volunteers during 
quarterly work days. They provide training to identify for removal 
any trees that pose a safety risk, as well as invasive plants that are 
harmful to the ecosystem. Trees Atlanta staff also visit the forest be-
tween these quarterly workdays. Posts are set up in various places 
throughout the forest so growth can be photographically monitored.

Frazer Forest is open to the public from sunup to sundown as long 
as there is not an event happening on the grounds, in which case, 
closed signs are posted at each trailhead. Leashed dogs are most wel-
come. If you would like to have a closer relationship with your neigh-
borhood forest, please consider joining the Friends of Frazer Forest. 
Sign up at www.frazercenter.org/frazerforestfriends/ to be notified of 
the next work day with Trees Atlanta; or sign up for the Frazer Center 
newsletter by visiting www.frazercenter.org and clicking the Newslet-
ter Signup button; or for more information, contact Dina Shadwell, 
Communications and Development Coordinator, at d.shadwell@
frazercenter.org. 

Website: www.frazercenter.org

Partnerships and Volunteers Vital in Preserving Frazer Forest
By Dina Shadwell
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Both public and independent schools in Druid Hills were just 
welcoming students back when we reached out for School News, so 
many were unable to provide information for our early August dead-
line. Look for more complete news of our neighborhood schools in 
the November. 

Ben Franklin Academy 
Ben Franklin Academy began its 31st year on Monday, August 

6.  BFA is expanding its STEAM offerings this year to include a new 
Engineering course and enhancements to Environmental Science, 
Anatomy, and Biology courses as well as expanding offerings in Rus-
sian and Business/Marketing.  

Congratulations to BFA students who have been recognized as  
College Board AP Scholars.  AP Scholar with Distinction (students 
who receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken, 
AND scores of three or higher on five or more of these exams):  Jonas 
Iskander, Harriet Mycroft, Isabelle Namnoum and Alex Warren.  
The following students were recognized as AP Scholars (students who 
receive scores of three or higher on three or more AP exams):  Carole 
Anne Block, Adele McLees, Nina Plotko and Emma Tracy.

On behalf of the school, BFA Head of School Dr. Martha Burdette 
received a copy of the AGC (Association of General Contractors) 
Award given to Emery and Associates, the construction company for 

the recent expansion to Junior House.  The project placed first in the 
category of expansions under $5 million.

Paideia School
Izzy Pitman ’18 was named a 2018 Georgia Positive Athlete of the 

Year for alternative sports.  Izzy played varsity ultimate for Paideia 
for four years.  Paideia was named most Positive School in the state.

The Paideia varsity boys’ soccer team won first place in the 1A divi-
sion and the varsity girls’ ultimate team won the state championship. 
Griffin McCauley ’18 was named state champion in the 1600-meter 
competition for the second year in a row.

Paideia students placed in the United Nations International School 
Haiku Contest.  Amit Kamma won first place, middle school; Phil-
lip Salzinger, second place, middle school; Rohan Chanani, third 
place, middle school, and Emma Jones, first place, high school.  

U.S. Senator Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., appointed Paideia senior Yani 
Alexander Assikis to participate in the U.S. Senate Page Program in 
Washington, D.C.  Assikis served as a Senate page from July 9 until 
August 3, 2018. In a statement, Isakson praised Yani’s strong interest 
in politics and the legislative branch.

School News
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As a member of the DeKalb County Historic Preservation Com-
mission (HPC), I see many recurring issues and questions presented 
each month.  One of the most common is the question of paint-
ing previously unpainted brick.  Recently, the HPC approved mi-
nor modifications to the 1997 Druid Hills Local Historic District 
Design Manual, to rework wording that was unclear regarding the 
painting of previously unpainted brick.  The updated wording clari-
fies the steps property owners must follow when considering paint-
ing brick; but is also crucial to understand why painted brick is such 
an important issue in the fields of architecture and historic preserva-
tion.

Much like in medicine, one of the cardinal rules of historic pres-
ervation is, “First, do no harm.”  Unfortunately, many people do 
not realize that painting previously unpainted brick is one of the 
most harmful things that can be done to a historic building.  Brick 
is by its nature a porous material.  Historic brick (that is, brick that 
is 50 years old or older) tends to be softer and slightly more porous 
than modern brick, due to changes in the manufacturing process.  In 
order to maintain its strength and stability, brick needs to breathe. 
Like other materials, it will expand and contract with temperature 
and humidity.  Brick’s porous nature means that water absorbed will 
go through a natural freeze/thaw cycle that causes no damage to the 
structure.  When properly maintained, brick will last for hundreds 
of years.  

However, coating a brick structure with latex paint is akin to 
wrapping it in plastic.  The paint fills and saturates the pores, and 
moisture will become trapped behind an impervious layer.  Unable 
to continue the natural freeze/thaw cycle, the trapped moisture will 
cause the bricks to crack and spall (“spalling” occurs when the face of 
the brick, which is typically harder than the inside, crumbles or pops 
off).  Ultimately, the brick will fail, resulting in structural damage.  
This is a fact based upon decades of sound research, observation, and 
preservation technology.

Another reason to avoid painting previously unpainted brick is 
that it creates a maintenance issue where none previously existed.  
Painted exteriors need to be repainted regularly, in contrast with the 
low-maintenance nature of unpainted brick.

What do you do if your historic structure was previously paint-
ed, but you would like to prevent further damage by removing the 
paint?  It can be done!  In accordance with the Secretary of the In-
terior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, removal of paint should be un-
dertaken using the gentlest means possible.  Sandblasting is never 
recommended, as it will cause irreparable damage to historic brick.   
Safe options for removal include allowing the paint to deteriorate 
naturally; gently scraping off the paint by hand; or using a gel-based 
paint remover.  Always consult a qualified historic preservation pro-
fessional when planning to remove paint from historic brick, and 
have the paint tested for lead prior to beginning work.

What if you would like the look of painted brick without the 
damage that comes with it?  First, consider the age, type, and style 

of your property. Depending on its architectural features, altering 
its exterior in this way may not be historically appropriate.  For ex-
ample, one of the character-defining features of mid-20th century 
ranch houses is a red brick exterior.  If this type of change is appro-
priate for your property, you can achieve the same look with stain 
or limewash.  Both are safe treatments for exterior masonry that will 
not cause damage, as they allow brick to maintain its porousness 
and continue to release moisture.  Limewash in particular may be a 
suitable choice for many houses in Druid Hills, depending on their 
architecture as it has been used as a surface treatment for thousands 
of years and is an affordable and environmentally friendly choice.

As a historic preservation professional, I believe that property 
owners are entitled to receive the most accurate information on how 
best to protect one of the soundest investments anyone can make – a 
historic home!  So if you’ve ever wondered why the DeKalb County 
HPC and historic preservation professionals in general are so ada-
mantly opposed to painting brick, now you know why.  The unique 
character of Druid Hills is a non-renewable resource that deserves to 
be protected – and by avoiding damaging treatments such as painted 
brick, we can ensure that this beautiful historic district will maintain 
its integrity for generations to come.

References and further reading:
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Young, Robert E. Historic Preservation Technology. Hoboken, NJ: 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2008.

Painted Brick: What’s the Big Deal?
By Amber Rhea
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